SIT TESOL
Essay 2 Karol B

Extended Reflection on Classroom practice
Never changelittle butterfly
!
During the whole course I realized I had a great potential for giving myself the opportunity to improve and see changes going far from what I really want. This sense of being having control and not control at all opened my perspectives. Likewise, it is easy to say to the caterpillar do not change, when you already know that in its nature the change is inescapable so that if I compare it with my learning English, teaching practice, and teaching English I could say that I just have no idea how well they were interconnected
.
English was and is one of my main interests since I had a real opportunity to learn a new language so that I really notice interesting and new things I did not pay attention in the past. Then, I found interesting how English can be used as a bridge for understanding and convey meaning through differences and similarities so that I understand how it works in a better way when use it and why and then, having a clearer view of it, feel the connections with my L1
. I am really impressed because I experienced it during this week when I was at the demo session of the writing task were I used the word “party” and then, suddenly, I checked out that one of my classmates said “partido” as divided or split but I said “I understand what you meant, but in this is case, it is not that.” So, with that I knew we were having fun of each other, it brought a feeling of understanding that I learned English in a way I made connections through my context and real life and I was missing that when teaching English
.
Interesting it is only get an idea and find the connection, but amazing is when you make a connection to your context and then, create your own opportunity for applying what you know
. So, when I said I was lacking such connection, I meant that during the whole process during this course, I learned many things but I really want to keep the following; first, this sense of community that not only helps the learning process of students or teachers
. You have to consider your context by observing very well not only the details, but also generalities, and considering your students’ needs and yours as well. In this way, my teaching process could be guided for what I really feel can help students to achieve my teaching objectives consequently unified with what students expect as useful for them.
During workshops and different tasks throughout the course, I paid special attention to the variety of ways I could learn one thing and how it could help my learning and my teaching practice. Since I recognized my learning style and ways I liked to learn things and how I apply it to my practice in any field, now, I feel very comfortable with the frameworks I learned (ECRIF-PDP) due to the organization they have and how during the developing they both do not threaten students learning and if I apply them well, those frameworks avoid redundancy and offer guidance from the easiest to the most difficult
. Moreover, I can use and have a better understanding on how TPS can work for students and how it also help me as teacher to see that, magic happens in that short time students share ideas so that you can have some time either for reinforcing more the topic or let it go and continue with a challenging activity. Then, I understand how challenging activities (when I notice students ready for it) invite students to give their best and little by little check what need to be reinforced. I really get into it when I started doing my DAPAS and HOT REFLECTIONS because I had never had the possibility to make a real reflection of relevant aspects with positives or puzzles during a lesson in my teaching practice. I realized that, a class is only three hours but, can you measure what is really going on in terms of learning? I direct this both sides student-student, teacher-student and, now, teacher-teacher, that presence of oneself and who I am as person-teacher and how you show that for making your class memorable for students and for me
.
Similarly, it was always funny and I always have fun of not only all the demo sessions I took part but also the free time we had. I really want to share that what inspired me the most from learning was that I realized about the classroom environment as instrument of catching students’ attention. Making feel student confortable and developing a friendly environment, the teacher can guarantee an excuse for inviting students to come to your class and then teachers and students enjoy that relationship that grows little by little. This sense of union can help students to define and develop the role of positive leader who transforms competition into cooperation
 being students themselves the ones who guide their own tracking without feeling pushed but welcoming extra help.
We can let things aside, I learned it. We have to take our time to get the things possible and achievable by adapting and improving them. In teaching English during these past two weeks, I have learned that I was paying attention only to specific parts without considering all the stuff. Also, it is important to clarify and complement during the teaching practice, the role of the meaning, use and form
 and how I introduce them is what makes the difference to students in a way those are complete, useful and applicable to students’ real life. The possibility to help student to note that when pronouncing a word, there is something they can explore without making a tedious task, and let them explore their own possibilities by guiding only. Then, I have to add how the different stages of frameworks showed me that we cannot miss any part, but we can adjust them to learners’ different needs. Following a sequence, designing plausible objectives and making adjustments in action could help to make the difference more noticeable.
I learned that your presence is something relevant and necessary. The way a teacher decide to guide students could be read as a successful task not only because everything looks good at first sight but also because if you have puzzles and you have the ability to recognize them and take plan-actions and then accomplishing them it, you will see how fruitful your practice is. Now, I know how to take advantage of puzzles for transform them into positives by using them as gifts from others. For example, I learned that team work is as important as individual work due to the great amount of ideas we gave to each other. My team work (Lizandro, Karen, Fanny, Ricardo and I) were working very well and helped in an efficient way when needed. On the other hand, I had the opportunity to know people and share with them out of the training context, but I also important. Let me mention Donay gave me extra energy 
when I was kind of homesick and then, by cooking delicious things she gave something more to enjoy in here.
I could describe many events by now, but I really want to express that this teaching practice showed me that no matter what I need to keep myself into everything I do. Trainers, colleagues, and all people I have met in here gave me time for not compressing things and on the contrary explore them and see what is new. I am the same person who came for first time
, but knowing that I have more experience I can take into consideration for enjoying more my teaching practice by making it more reflective and effective, seeing what is going on being careful when observing, being more present when teaching and finally, recognizing that the phrase “never change little butterfly” does not mean the same anymore, so, it also changed for real and for good
!
Draco durmiensnunquamtitilandus

"Never tickle a sleeping dragon”
J.K. Rowling

The mailbox is full
!

DESCRIPTION

On Thursday evening,around 6:25 pm, we were teaching the Low intermediate SS with the PDP framework, and we realized that we were having only one S during my teaching practice. Then, I started my listening class by doing the activities I planned for the pre session, but feeling I bit nervous due to it was my first experience with it. When starting with the first part of the during it was a skimming for the gist activity with some questions, I realized that my S was having some trouble
 with the listening but when I played the audio a second time she got all the details. I let the lesson flowing without any changes, and then we got the activity that made me think a lot because I was almost about changing it in the spot. However, I decided to keep it and then, we and the S were listening the audio while working with the Multiple choice with 5 questions and 3 options as answers (A,B,C) for the second part of the during. I realized my S was leaving some of the answers in blank, but she was following the sequence of listening and the task at the same time. Later on, when the listening finished, she took some time in silence for checking her answers and then, she started talking about what the events from the audio were
.
	INTERPRETATION
	GENERALIZATION
	PLAN ACTION

	Something that hindered S learning was the time S had for reading the amount of questions and their choices for completing the task

	It is important to consider the time
 and amount of information on questions and answers I give and that Ss have to make meaning from during the tasks. Probably, by selecting the most important aspect that includes the main idea and important event will be relevant.
	I will provide SS well formed multiple choice tasks by reducing the amount of option to choose according to SS level so they can have the time to complete the task successfully.. I will be great having around 3 or 4 multiple choice options for SS. 

	S was hindered due to the level of challenge the task had because S was hesitating about the different answers and their corresponding details.
	It is important planned beforehand some extra questions when practicing on this specific place of the framework for supporting S learning during the process.
	I will manage more the level of challenging taking into account the content given by using more (3-4) CCQ’s when possible then, S feel less challenge by the task.
I can see the same theme "level of challenge" running through all three columns and how you plan to use 3-4 CCQs to support Ss understanding of the task.

	Something that helped S was the use of pictures to make the connection among the knowledge she has previously.
	Learners in general feel more confident when having pictures or other  visual aid for supporting their language. The connections already internalize let them to know SS can provide more information than required and then, they feel more secure about giving opinions and sharing ideas.
	I will provide SS the opportunity to have visual aids as a beneficial factor in a class. Then, I’ll include more visual aid (pictures, videos, cartoons, realia, etc) and at least one of those in order to help them to recognize better what they already know.
Can you make this Plan of Action more specific and measurable?

For example, "For the next PDP I will provide 3-4 visual aids and use them in the sequence that is easier for Ss to make meaning from the task.

	Another thing that helped SS was the possibility to have TPS during the different activities and with the T.
	It’s important to compare answers with other person in order to get a better perspective and make my own inferences about the information. Also, it is relevant that T can be seen as a provider or a TPS moment too.
	I will work more on including at least 3 TPS moments in every single stage so that S have the opportunity to exchange different information and think about how critical actions others can implement in my learning.
Awesome! This is a specific and measurable Plan of Action!



Dear Karol,

I really enjoyed reading through your work. It is exciting to see how this "butterfly" experience has been such a joyful discovery for you as is represented in your title.  I was particularly happy to read how you have taken the opportunity for being here as a "bridge for understanding," and connecting your own use of English and the playfulness of the language to convey and transmit meaning. Congratulations because at this point of the course you have accomplished learning and look forward to taking what you have learned into your real context and personal life!

Karol you have a long list of learnings and talk about how they each had impact on you. What I love most are your examples inside of your experiences such as when you mention how you have observed that competition has been transformed into cooperation, and how the PDP and ECRIF frameworks and their scaffolding offer guidance for teaching. You say they avoid "redundancy." 
It is inspiring to read about your experience in living in community and this not being limited to your colleagues but also how Donay prepared some foods for you when you felt homesick. Congratulations for being open to the content and flow revolving around the TESOL course here in centro Espiral Mana.

 I am sure that these gifts will be extended to your peers in Turrialba! I can see your contributions  changing  perspectives, deepening beliefs and practices when you return. I am sure these tools will serve your students’ learning in many different ways. Please do remember to take it one step and one little and one piece at a time. I find that a smooth transition may be the key to being able to make realistic, achievable and long lasting changes.
In your DAPA this week, I noticed that you were careful to provide concrete evidence in your description and how you connected this to your interpretations, generalizations and plans of action. I made some comments where some pieces in the description could be a little more robust. This will help the clarity in the content of the columns be well lined up and explicitly linked to those details in the contents of your descriptive paragraph  even more!

Karol,

Thank you for all your hard work! It has been a pleasure to be a part of your learning experience. You have met the requirements of the assignment and it is a pass.  If you have any questions about my comments, please let me know.

Fondly,

Emma Torres Cordero

�I love the juxtaposition in your title Karol. I  can't wait to see how your experience unfolds!


�I can see how your reflection takes you inside of your cocoon to examine the connections that you mention. The "inside" journey is often the hardest. I am sure your students will be grateful to your bravery.


�This is wonderful! I am curious to know how it has been for you to convey meaning here on the course...the differences...the similarities and the connections to Spanish, with your colleagues, trainers or peers.


�This is a funny example Karol. It sounds like you are really enjoying playing with the language with your colleagues and how when teaching, this playfulness is usually not present. How do you think this "playfuness" can be brought inot the classroom?


�I think it is going to be interesting to see how this experience might be recreated in your context Karol!!! Any thoughts here?


�It sounds like you have enjoyed learning in community and that you see how by observing and identifying your needs, and the student's needs, this will help you to guide your own teaching objectives. I am thinking about the multiplier effect this might have when you return to work and what little change you might begin to make.


�ECRIF, PDP, scaffolding, avoiding redundancy and setting student learning objectives and applying them in your practice is exciting. How do you think you will start?


�Karol you are standing on your own experience here and you see the value of the experiential learning cycle and its' use for reflecting on learning and teaching! Awesome! Validating experiences help us grow through carefully planned plans of action and the conscious effort of delivering them!! What has your experience been with this?


�Setting up friendly environments and transforming competition into cooperation, I wonder how this experience was for you Karol and how this helped your learning! Love this reflection piece!


�How has thinking about teaching language within the context of FMU been for you? Are there any questions that  you are left with?


�I am so happy your group work experience was enriching and that Donay was also part of making your experience a pleasant one when you were homesick. You are taking with your many, many gifts and people in your heart.





�Karol the beautiful person that you are, together with all of your life's experiences,   and your being open to trying out new ways of teaching , all have contributed to being successful on the course!


�...And now your butterfly wings are flying...Congratulations!


�I imagine big things coming out of your tickled dragon and mailbox and am looking forward to hearing about them  once you go home and to your work context. You rule Karol!!!!


�I am wondering what you think the trouble was. Was it the design of the Gist question and the questions being too specific, was it the volume, was the student focused? Consider giving more details of this moment.


�I am wondering what happened after thinking and then her  talking and making meaning of the listening text. How successful was she in completing the tasks?


�Consider connecting the generalization with the interpretation and what hindered learning. In all 3 columns the issue of time is the connecting theme.
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